
 

 

       

January 2017 

Dear Parents, 

Welcome to the Spring Term and a Happy New Year! 

As you will know, from the meetings already held this term, the building work is developing a momentum all its 

own; having waited for an outcome to the planning application, for the whole of the Autumn Term, it was finally 

received just before Christmas and, since then, decisions have been made on the contractors and the date for 

commencement has been set for 23rd. January. I should say that as much preparatory work as possible was 

undertaken in anticipation of a successful outcome and this has facilitated a prompt start, this year. The building 

work will be completed in phases: the first will be the re-location of the mobile classroom to the area adjacent to 

the footpath leading on to the playground; the second will be the building of the new classrooms and extension to 

the existing cloakroom area and the third, which is likely to take place during the summer holiday, will be the re-

configuration of the interior of the Victorian building. It is envisaged that the whole project will be completed 

during the Autumn Term. The timing of the work will necessarily bring disruption and I will endeavour to keep 

you abreast of the implications as soon as possible. My overriding concern is to ensure that the school can function 

as safely and effectively as possible. With a presumed date for phase one’s being during mid February, there will 

be pressure on to clear and store the whole of the interior of the mobile, within a matter of days. The class will then 

re-locate to Wreake Valley Academy during this period where it will operate, to all intents and purposes, as an 

extension of Thrussington School – self-contained, resourced classroom with recreational space; the interior of the 

mobile will then be restored in preparation for the children to return. At this stage, it is envisaged that the process 

will take approximately four weeks. Currently, a comprehensive planning exercise and risk assessment is being 

completed as part of the preparation. A series of progress meetings has been, and will continue to be, held with 

parents and local residents. The greatest concern for the latter, quite understandably, is the impact of increased 

vehicular traffic along Hoby Road. To that end, please do all that you can to ensure that parking is considerate, 

waiting times kept to a minimum and that, wherever possible, vehicles are not used. Meetings have been planned 

with Leicestershire School Meals Service, to arrange for meals to be served in the Village Hall; details will be 

made available to you as soon as possible. There is no underestimating the difference that this project will make to 

the school; upheaval will be significant but controlled and the children’s welfare, in the broadest sense, will be of 

paramount importance. Increased space to enable teaching and learning to take place in more comfortable and 

conducive surroundings, will be the prize and I hope that I will be in a position to say, in March, that the bid for 

funds to build a school hall, that both the Chair of Governors and I were working on last term, has been successful. 

Yours Sincerely 

Mrs E Moore 

Headteacher 
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Attendance 

This academic year has seen an almost 

unprecedented outbreak of illness 

affecting several of our families; I am 

sure that you will join me in hoping for 

a more settled period. Whilst I appreciate 

that children’s attendance can be 

affected by illness, there are very few 

occasions when absence will be 

authorised. Attendance records are 

monitored by the Local Authority and, 

ultimately, the Department for 

Education, and, as a school, we have a 

duty to ensure that rigorous action is 

taken to secure a high level of 

attendance. Your cooperation 

appreciated. 

Hello’s & Goodbyes 

Children 

Juliette and Tristan Bordanave left the school at the 

end of the Autumn Term, to re-locate to Canada. 

Messages received suggest that they are settling in 

well. 

At the beginning of the Spring Term, we welcomed 

Emily and Thomas Cursham to the school. 

Staff 

As a result of her family’s moving to Devon, Mrs. 

Hammond will be leaving Thrussington School at the 

February half term. I would like to take this 

opportunity of thanking Mrs. Hammond for all her 

hard work and commitment to the school and to the 

children. We wish her well in her new venture.  

Interviews have been held and I am very pleased to 

say that Mrs. Castilla has been appointed to the post. 

A PLEA FROM THE P.T.F.A. COMMITTEE 

I am sure that you will all be aware of the tremendous support the school receives from 

the P.T.F.A. – that’s you. The committee drives the fund-raising activities but it is you, the 

families and friends of the union, members by virtue of your children attending 

Thrussington, that support its work. 

The money raised by your PTFA supports our children in a myriad of ways – subsidising 

visits, workshops, curriculum resources, equipment and, of course, furnishings for the new 

building. The school, and thereby the children, would be the poorer without the money 

raised. Small schools are poorly funded; Leicestershire is one of the most poorly-funded 

authorities in the country. Put the two together… and you can see the difficulties. I, and my 

staff, generate income for the school through inspections and by virtue of our supporting 

and advising other schools, so we all play our part for the benefit of the children. 

The forthcoming calendar of events includes Burns Night (28th. January); Ragdale Evening 

(March) and an Easter Egg Hunt (April). Please do all that you can to support the events in 

any way possible. Raffle prizes, for example, are still required for Burns Night.  

To find out what you can do to support your school and your child, please contact any 

member of the PTFA Committee or the school. 
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27.01.17 2.45pm Philippines assembly—transport 

03.02.17 2.45pm Philippines assembly—food & cooking 

10.02.17 2.45pm Philippines assembly—weather and animals 

10.02.17 School closes 

20.02.17 School opens 

15.03.17 Class 3 Trip to Loughborough High School 


